Me in front of a volcano in Costa Rica

Hola, my name is Michelle Thompson and | have been staying with Open Eyes as an
intern since the beginning of January. | have known for some time that missions are
somehow in my future. So God opened up this opportunity to see what missionaries
actually did. | have definitely learned a lot and this has been a great experie

HOW | GOT HERE:

This past June | came on a mission trip with my church to Nicaragua and God touched
my heart for this area. | have been on several mission trips before, but there was
something about this one that was different. | just felt such a connection with the peopl
and the country and | knew | had to come back. When | returned home | found out that
Open Eyes had an internship program so | connected with Arlene to get some more
information. | just graduated high school last May and was planning on going to college
in the fall and major in elementary education. So now | had 2 options: either go to college
or come down as an intern. After praying and seeking God’s face | made therdecis

come down as an intern for 3 months.

WHAT NEXT??

| had no idea what to expect on this internship, but this experience has been so much
better than | ever thought. | have had many great experiences and Godlhasuglad

me a lot. When | came down here | had no idea what | was going to do after these thr
months. | did not know if | was going to go to college or work or what exactly God had
for me. So | began to pray and ask God what He wanted me to do. After a lot of prayer |
really felt like God was calling me back here to work with Open Eyes. | amlgctua
coming back this June and will start working, as well go to language school for a month
to help me with my Spanish.



